Where are We?
#1 • Eugene Ionesco
University professors, students, intellectuals were turning Nazi, becoming Iron Guards
one a er another. We were een people who used to get together, to ndarguments,
to discuss, to try to nd arguments opposing theirs. It was not easy ... From me to
me, one of the group would come out and say 'I don't agree at all with them, to be sure, but
on certain points, I must admit, for example the Jews ...' And that kind of comment was a
symptom. Three weeks later, that person would become a Nazi. He was caught in a mechanism,
he accepted everything, he became a Rhinoceros. (Quoted in Quinney, Anne (2007), "Excess
and Iden ty: The Franco-Romanian Ionesco Combats Rhinoceri s,” South Central Review. 24 (3),
p. 42.)
#2 • Babylonian Talmud, tractate Shabbat 54b-55a
[54b] Rav, R. Chanina, R. Yochanan, and Rav Chaviva taught… Anyone capable of protes ng the
members of their household who did not protest are responsible for [the sins of] the members
of their household; [if they fail to protest the conduct of] the people of their city, they are
responsible for [the sinful conduct of] the people of their city; [if they fail to protest the conduct
of] the whole world, they are responsible for [the sinful conduct of] the whole world.
Rav Pappa said: And the members of the household of the Exilarch were responsible for
[the sinful conduct] of the en re [Jewish] world, as [we learn from] that which R. Chanina said:
What is the meaning of the verse, Adonai will enter into judgment with the Elders of [God’s]
people and its rulers [saying: it is you who have eaten up the vineyard; the robbery of the poor is
in your houses] (Isaiah 3:14)? If the rulers sinned, [55a] how did the Elders sin? Rather say:
[Adonai will enter into judgment] with the Elders because they did not protest [the sinful
conduct of] the rulers…
#3 • Timothy Snyder, On Tyranny: Twenty Lessons from the Twentieth Century,
pp. 42-46
Be wary of paramilitaries.
When the men with guns who have always claimed to be against the system start
wearing uniforms and marching with torches and pictures of a leader, the end is nigh.
When the pro-leader paramilitary and the o cial police and military intermingle, the
end has come…
Armed groups rst degrade a poli cal order, and then transform it. Violent rightwing groups, such as the Iron Guard in interwar Romania or the Arrow Cross in interwar
Hungary, in midated their rivals. Nazi storm troopers began as a security detail clearing
the halls of Hitler’s opponents during this rallies. As paramilitaries known as the SA and
the SS, they created a climate of fear that helped the Nazi Party in the parliamentary
elec ons of 1932 and 1933…
For violence to transform not just the atmosphere but also the system, the
emo ons of rallies and the ideology of exclusion have to be incorporated into the
training of armed guards. These rst challenge the police and military, then penetrate
the police and military, and nally transform the police and military.
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